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UPSC General Studies Syllabus

General Studies Paper 1: Indian Heritage and Culture,
History and Geography of the World and Society

e Indian Culture:
o Focus: This section delves into the rich and diverse cultural heritage of India.
o Key Topics:
= Indian Art Forms: Painting, Sculpture, Music, Dance, Archit
= Philosophy and Thought: Major schools of Indian philoso
contributions of eminent thinkers Ch/
= Literature and Languages of India .
= Religions and Philosophies of India '\CD
o Preparation Strategy: C'J
= Explore NCERT textbooks from class 6-12\¢\a undational
understanding.
= Refer to books by renowned authors lik¢ Nigih Singhania, Rajiv Ahir.
= Engage with cultural events, visit @ S, and watch documentaries
to enrich your knowledge.
o History of India:
o Focus: This section covers the enti %m of Indian history, from ancient
times to the modern era. ,\\2\
o Key Topics:
= Ancient India: Ind Vélley Civilization, Vedic Period, Mauryan
Empire, Gupta B@
= Medieval Indig: Q&lhi Sultanate, Mughal Empire, Vijayanagara
Empire, Bh\ Movement
= Moder, & Indian National Movement, Social and Cultural Reform

Mo , Freedom Struggle
o Prepara rategy:
. T textbooks are essential for this section.

fer to standard history books by authors like Bipin Chandra,
Spectrum Publications.
Practice answer writing to develop your analytical and critical thinking
$ skills.
. d History:
JP o Focus: This section tests your knowledge of significant events and
% personalities in world history.
o Key Topics:
= Industrial Revolution
= World Wars
= Cold War
= Rise of Nationalism and Colonialism
= Contemporary World History
o Preparation Strategy:
= Refer to world history textbooks and online resources.
= Focus on major events, their causes, and consequences.




= Develop a timeline of significant world events to aid your
understanding.
e Geography of the World:
o Focus: This section covers physical, social, and economic geography of the
world.
o Key Topics:
= Distribution of natural resources
= Climatic patterns
= Major geographical features
= Human geography: population, settlements, urbanization
= Environmental issues: climate change, pollution, deforestation @
o Preparation Strategy:
= Utilize atlases, maps, and online resources like Google E
visualize geographical concepts.
= Refer to NCERT textbooks and standard geograph S
= Stay updated on current environmental issues a |
developments.
e Society: ’\
o Focus: This section examines social issues andhaNenges facing Indian
society.
o Key Topics:

= Social stratification §
= Caste system %
= Gender issues \2\
= Poverty and inequality '\
= Social movements . »
= Urbanization andytsmpact
o Preparation Strategy:
= Read news§a ,magazines, and government reports to stay updated

on curr al issues.
ial data and statistics to understand the nuances of social

= Analy

pr. S.
. %ﬁ in discussions and debates on social issues to develop critical
P

ing.

General @%ies Paper 2: Governance, Constitution,
Polity@cial Justice and International Relations

Q?/\Xo\vernance, Constitution, Polity:

o Focus: This section covers the Indian Constitution, political system, and
governance structures.

o Key Topics:
= Indian Constitution: Features, Amendments, Fundamental Rights and
Duties

= Union-State relations

= Parliament and State Legislatures

= Judiciary and its role

= Panchayati Raj and Municipal Administration
= Public Policy and its implementation




o Preparation Strategy:
= Thoroughly study the Indian Constitution.
= Refer to books by M. Laxmikanth and D.D. Basu.
= Follow current affairs related to governance and political

developments.
= Analyze government policies and their impact.
« Social Justice and International Relations:
o Focus: This section covers issues related to social justice and India's foreign

policy.

o Key Topics:
= Social justice issues: poverty, inequality, discrimination, human@
= Welfare schemes and social sector initiatives
= India's foreign policy: bilateral and multilateral relations CJ
= International organizations: UN, WTO, etc.
= Contemporary global issues: terrorism, nuclear prol&gydn, climate

change C__)
o Preparation Strategy:
= Read newspapers, magazines, and online rgié&ces for current affairs

on international relations.
= Refer to books on international relatjeagand foreign policy.
d its

= Analyze India's role in global affajrs impact on the world.

General Studies Paper 3: Econ
Environment, Bio-diversity

» Technology,
isaster Management

/

« Economy: @

o Focus: This section covexgthe Indian economy, economic development, and

economic reforms ?~'
o Key Topics: \
= Indian my: growth, development, and challenges
E IC reforms: liberalization, privatization, globalization

%ary policy and fiscal policy
-Q%%riculture, industry, and service sector
. flation, unemployment, poverty
o ration Strategy:

= Refer to NCERT textbooks and standard economics books.
= Follow economic news and reports in newspapers and financial

?\ journals.
~\~ = Understand economic concepts and their implications for the Indian
Q/ economy.

e Technology:
o Focus: This section covers the role of technology in various sectors and its
impact on society.
o Key Topics:
= Science and Technology: developments in space, biotechnology,
nanotechnology, information technology
= Role of technology in development: e-governance, digital India,
artificial intelligence




= Cyber security challenges
= Environmental impact of technology

o Preparation Strategy:
= Follow science and technology news in newspapers and magazines.
= Read about advancements in various fields of technology.
= Understand the ethical and societal implications of technological

developments.
e Environment, Ecology, Bio-diversity and Disaster Management:
o Focus: This section covers environmental issues, biodiversity conservation,

and disaster management.

o Key Topics: @
= Environmental pollution: air, water, soil O
= Climate change and its impact @
= Conservation of biodiversity: wildlife protection, forest cORs€rvation
= Environmental laws and regulations ,X ¢
= Disaster management: natural and man-made di a@g » mitigation and

preparedness Q/

o Preparation Strategy: Q
= Refer to NCERT textbooks on environmeht ecology.
= Read reports and articles on environgae SSues.

= Learn about disaster managem tegies and preparedness

measures. &
|

General Studies Paper 4: Etl}l ntegrity and Aptitude

= Understand the principles of sustg?n development.

e Ethics and Human Interface:
o Focus: This section @es ethical principles and their application in public
service.
o Key Topics: \
= Ethjeg+ blic administration
. P&% in governance
. @?o ional intelligence
titude: content, structure, function
Moral values and ethical dilemmas in public life

aration Strategy:
& = Refer to books on ethics, integrity, and aptitude.
= Analyze case studies and ethical dilemmas.

*‘? = Develop a strong moral compass and ethical reasoning skills.
% hilosophical Basis of Governance:
o Focus: This section examines the philosophical foundations of governance.
o Key Topics:
= Democratic values
= Constitutional values
= Rule of law
= Justice and equity
= (Good governance
o Preparation Strategy:
= Study the philosophical underpinnings of the Indian Constitution.




= Analyze the principles of good governance and their application in
India.
= Reflect on the ethical dimensions of governance and public service.
« Information Sharing and Transparency in Governance:
o Focus: This section emphasizes the importance of transparency and
accountability in governance.
o Key Topics:
= Right to Information (RTI) Act
= Citizen-centric governance
= E-governance initiatives
= Corruption and its prevention @
o Preparation Strategy: O
= Understand the provisions of the RTI Act and its significghce
= Analyze the role of technology in enhancing transparenc
accountability. % ¢
= Develop a critical understanding of corruption @ ¥mpact on

o Focus: This section explores the role of civil sgefetyand public-private
partnerships in governance.
o Key Topics:
= Role of NGOs and civil society-Qrganizations

= Public-private partnerships In development
= Corporate social responsiBil SR)

society.
o Public/Private Partnerships — Role of Civil Society: , !’\

= Citizen participation in nance
o Preparation Strategy: 7/
= Study the role of gixMsociety in India and its contributions to social

development.
= Analyze thﬁ;?-mtages and disadvantages of PPPs.
rol

= Unders e of CSR in promoting sustainable development.
e Probity in Governa%

o Focus: T% ction emphasizes the importance of probity and integrity in
public gerwge.

o Ke @s:
§ orruption and its prevention

G_ Ethical conduct and behavior
@ = Accountability and transparency

= Conflict of interest

Preparation Strategy:
“\~ = Develop a strong understanding of ethical principles and their
% application in public life.

= Analyze case studies on corruption and its impact.

= Develop strategies for preventing and combating corruption.




